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J  TRAWDEN 


Gkntlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  for  your  consideration  my 
eight  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1910,  which  compares  favourably  with 
the  report  lor  1 909. 


The  Death  Rate  is  lower  than  that  for  1909,  and  lower  than 
the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  greatest  mortality  was  in  the  months  of  March  and  Dec,, 
and  the  lowest  mortality  in  August. 


The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  high,  although  lower  than  in 
1 909,  it  is  higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 


The  Birth  Rate  is  slightly  lower  than  that  for  1909,  and 
slightly  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  Estimated  Population  for  1910  was  2985.  There  were 
796  inhabited  houses,  an  increase  of  23  since  1909. 
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The  average  number  of  inhabitants  was  slightly  under  four  to 
each  house. 

There  is  no  overcrowding,  I  only  know  of  about  five  or  six 
cottages  whose  conditions  are  faulty,  and  in  these  the  best  is  done  to 
render  them  clean  and  comfortable.  There  is  plenty  of  air  and  space. 
The  more  modern  cottages  are  as  good  samples  of  working-class  homes 
as  any  to  be  founci  in  England,  the  tenants  and  owners  taking  a  pride 
in  keeping  them  homelike  and  in  good  repair.  The  recently  built 
houses  have  been  erected  with  every  regard  to  comfort,  air  space  and 
proper  sanitation. 

Forty-two  Deaths  were  registered,  a  decrease  of  four  on  the 
number  registered  in  190Q,  and  about  equal  to  the  average  number  of 
deaths  for  the  past  ten  years.  Five  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  over 
70  years  of  age.  Two  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  aged  81  years. 

There  were  23  deaths  of  males  and  19  of  females.  This  in  a 
population  of  2985  gives  a  Death-rate  of  14  which  is  lower  than  for 
1909,  and  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 


I  again  have  pleasure  in  noting  the  satisfactory  Birth-rate, 
which  is  nearly  up  to  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

There  were  73  births  registered,  33  males  and  40  females. 
This  gives  a  Birth-rate  of  24*4  per  1000  inhabitants,  only  slightly  less 
than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

There  was  one  illegitimate  birth  registered. 

There  were  four  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  a 
decrease  of  three  on  the  number  in  1909.  All  four  cases  were  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  from  which  good  recoveries  were  made.  The  children  affected 
were  from  5  to  15  years  of  age.  In  the  months  of  September,  October, 
November  and  December  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough, 
eighteen  cases  being  ascertained.  Unfortunately  four  cases  terminated 


5 


fatally,  three  in  infants  and  one  in  a  child  nineteen  months  of  age. 
Whooping  Cough  although  rarely  dangerous  in  children  of  five  years 
of  age  and  over,  is  an  exceedingly  fatal  disease  in  infants  and  young 
children,  as  it  is  frequently  complicated  with  pneumonia. 

During  the  last  week  of  December  fifteen  cases  of  Moaslos  were 
ascertained,  widely  scattered  in  the  district,  which  pointed  to  many 
different  sources  of  infection  derived  from  the  neighbouring  locality  in 
which  there  was  a  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  in  November  and 
December.  So  many  cases  starting  at  the  same  time  made  it  impossible 
to  hold  the  epidemic  in  proper  check,  especially  as  I  discovered  that 
several  children  attending  school  at  the  end  of  the  term  were  in  the 
early  stages  of  measles  and  infected  manv  others.  The  result  was  a 
severe  epidemic,  which  I  will  explain  in  my  report  for  iqii. 

‘"The  Zymotic  Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  is  1*2. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  is  1*2. 

The  Council  have  adopted  the  notification  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  as  an  infectious  disease,  and  have  also  arranged  with  the 
Burnley  Sanatorium  to  send  there  any  case  of  infectious  disease  which 
cannot  be  properly  attended  to  at  home. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  show  a  low  Infant  Death  Rate.  Out  of 
73  births  registered  j  i  infants  died.  This  gives  an  Infant  Death  Rate 
of  150*6,  which  although  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  is  too  high 
and  is  unsatisfactory.  Unfortunate  caust^s  have  operated  in  bringing 
the  Infantile  Death  Rate  up  to  its  high  hwel.  Whooping  Cough 
was  responsible  for  three  deaths.  'I'hree  infants  died  in  the  first  month 
of  life,  suffering  from  debility,  aged  2  days,  3  days -a^nd.  gh^days 
respectively.  One  infant  was  congenitally  malformed  and  only  survived 
14  hours.  One  infant  prematurely  born  lived  ii  days.  One  infant  a 
month  old  died  of  Bronchitis,  and  the  remaining  two  deaths  were 
caused  by  the  most  fertile  cause  of  infantile  mortality.  Diarrhoea. 

■^This  refers  to  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease, 
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I  here  give  a  table  showing  the  Births  and  the  Death  Rate  for 
the  past  ten  years. 


BIR  THS. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 

under  i  year  of  age. 

Number 

Rate  per  i  ,600 
population, 

Number 

Rate  per  i  ,000 
births  registered. 

1900 

69 

26-93 

1 2 

H4* 

190 1 

58 

2  I  *96 

8 

137' 

1902 

58 

21’2 

5 

86- 

1903 

-  75 

27*3 

4 

53*3 

1904 

73 

26-2 

17 

232*8 

1905 

70 

25‘ 

6 

85'4 

1906 

73 

25-7 

8 

I  09* 

1907 

69 

24* 

8 

I  16* 

1908 

87 

29*9 

8 

92* 

1909 

78 

26-4 

1 2 

00 

Aver,  for  yrs. 
1900  to  1909 

71 

25*4 

8-8 

123*9 

1910 

73 

24*4 

1 1 

1 50*6 

CAUSE  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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I  here  give  tables  showing  the  ages  at  and  causes  of  Infant 
deaths  and  also  the  months  in  which  they  occurred. 
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There  were  six  deaths  from  Respiratory  Disease,  giving  a 
Respiratory  Death  Rate  of  rS  per  looo  of  the  population. 

There  was  1  death  from  Phthisis,  a  decrease  of  4011  1909, 
giving  a  Phthisis  Death  Rate  of  -3  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death  from 
all  diseases  for  the  district. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR.  1910. 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  the  ist  year  was 
Between  i  year  and  under  5  years 
From  5  years  and  under  15  years  ... 

From  15  years  and  under  25  years... 

From  25  years  and  under  65  years... 

From  65  years  and  upwards... 

Total 


1 1 

+ 

I 


3 

13 

10 


42 


The  average  age  at  death  was  34  years. 


The  greatest  age  at  death  was  8 1  years. 


Two  persons  died  at  the  above  age. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  death  at  all  ages,  and  the 
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number  registered  each  month. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES,  AND  NUMBER  REGISTERED  EACH  MONTH. 
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The  Physical  Features  of  the  district  conduce  to  good  health. 
I'he  main  portion  of  Trawden  is  built  on  a  spur  extending  from 
Boulsworth  Hill  towards  Colne,  and  is  600  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  Boulsworth  gives  shelter  from  winds  coming  from  the  south-west, 
south,  and  south-east.  Marsden  Heights  shelter  from  the  west  winds, 
and  the  Moors  and  Heights  lying  to  the  East  protect  it  in  that  direction. 
The  greater  part  of  the  district  consists  of  Moorland  and  farms  of 
pasture  and  meadow  land.  The  land  grows  grass  of  excelleiit^variety, 
and  good  milk  and  butter  are  obtained  by  the  farmers. 


The  Sub'soil  is  mainly  of  clay.  The  district  is  rich  in  a  fine 
class  of  Sandstone  and  the  portion  of  the  district  lying  to  the  west  of 
the  IVawden  brook  covers  a  large  COal  field  which  at  present  is  not 
being  worked. 


Cotton  Weaving  is  the  staple  industry  of  the  district.  Under 
the  healthy  conditions  of  the  factories  no  detriment  to  health  is 
apparent,  d'he  people  are  of  a  hardy  industrious  type,  contented  and 
thrifty.  Math  the  exception  of  those  subject  to  rheumatism,  Trawden  is 
a  healthy  place  to  live  in. 

The  Rainfall  is  heavy. 

House  Refuse.  The  removal  of  refuse  is  performed  satisfactorily. 
Disused  quarries  are  made  use  of  for  this  purpose. 

Water  Supply. — The  village  enjoys  an  unfailing  supply  of  the 
purest  water,  obtained  from  a  boring  on  Boulsworth  Hill,  and  conveyed 
in  pipes  to  the  houses.  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  report  that  some  of 
the  farms  had  a  scanty  and  imperfect  water  supply.  Since  then  this  has 
been  somewhat  improved  and  the  matter  is  engaging  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  Council,  who  are  taking  steps  to  rectify  the 
deficiency.  Two  of  the  farms  complained  of  are  already  in  good  order. 

Slaughter  Houses. — All  in  good  condition.  No  unsound 
meat.  No  complaints. 


Bake  Houses. — Four.  All  in  good  condition. 


Dairies.— None. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  improvement  which  it  gave 
me  so  much  pleasure  to  report  last  year  still  continues.  There  are  no 
complaints  now  in  the  village  of  any  offensive  soakage  from  the  farms. 
Both  the  farm  property  and  the  village  benefit  from  the  commonsense 
alteration  and  repair  of  the-  manure  steads. 

In  the  farms  in  whose  condition  I  suggested  urgent  reform,  whose 
manure  steads  were  faulty  and  allowed  liquid  manure  to  soak  into  the 
roadway  setting  up  an  unclean  and  unsanitary  condition  of  things,  I 
am  assured  by  the  owners  that  they  intend  shortly  to  do  all  that  is 
necessary  to  rectify  matters,  and  I  trust  that  next  year  I  shall  be  able  to 
report  a  complete  reformation. 

In  the  majority  of  the  farms  the  greatest  care  is  shown  in  the 
collection  of  milk  and  in  the  making  of  butter.  The  cattle  are  well 
housed,  well  cared  for  and  clean. 

River  Pollution. — With  the  exception  of  accidental  contamina¬ 
tion  of  the  water  from  the  manure  from  a  faulty  manure  stead,  there  is 
no  pollution  of  the  streams  in  Trawden.  The  manufacturers  are  most 
scrupulous  in  avoiding  to  in  any  way  taint  the  streams  near  to  which 
their  factories  are  situated,  and  I  claim  that  the  Trawden  streams  when 
they  leave  the  district  contain  water  practically  as  pure  as  at  their  source 
on  Boulsworth  Hill.  The  presence  of  aquatic  life  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  absence  of  any  pollution. 

In  September,  1910  the  Trawden  Council  School  was  opened. 
It  is  a  magnificent  building  affording  ample  accommodation  for  the 
scholars.  The  class-rooms  are  large  and  airy  and  all  modern 
requirements  are  fulfilled.  The  Sanitary  arrangements  are  excellent. 
The  district  is  to  be  congratulated,  not  only  on  having  a  school  perfect 
in  every  detail  for  Educational  purposes,  but  also  on  having  one  in  which 
the  scholars  can  be  taught  under  ideal  hygienic  conditions. 
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The  Medical  Inspection  of  the  School  children  is  satisfactorily 
carried  out  by  Dr.  Askins,  of  Blackburn. 

Lodging  Houses. — None. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  is  still  further  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  the  factories.  No  more  water  closets  have  been 
made.  In  one  of  the  factories  this  is  urgently  called  for,  and  the 
Council  have  the  matter  in  hand  and  I  trust  the  conversion  of  the 
existing  closets  to  water  closets  will  soon  be  brought  about.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  makes  monthly  visits  and  reports  the  condition 
of  the  factories  as  good.  The  mills  are  kept  clean,  are  periodically 
white- washed,  and  are  well  ventilated. 

The  Workshops  are  in  good  order. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Disease. — Fumigation, 
Disinfection,  General  Cleanliness,  and  as  far  as  possible  Isolation. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  where  proper  nursing  is  impossible,  or 
where  there  is  danger  of  the  spread  of  the  disease,  the  Council  have 
arranged  to  have  the  case  treated  at  the  Burnley  Sanatorium. 

In  cases  where  the  proper  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc., 
cannot  be  carried  out  the  Council  have  arranged  that  this  duty  shall  be 
performed  by  the  Nelson  Corporation. 

Methods  of  control  of  Tuberculosis. — No  voluntary  notification 
is  adopted.  No  case  was  reported  to  me  by  the  Poor  Law  Medical 
Officer.  Two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  were  registered  in  1909,  one 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis  (Tubercular)  and  one  of  other  Tuberculous  disease. 
All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  come  under  my  observation. 

I  visit  all  parts  of  the  district  daily  in  the  practice  of  my 
professional  duties  and  am  always  well  informed  of  all  influences  which 
may  tend  to  affect  the  public  health. 

Scavenging. — Done  by  the  Employees  of  the  Council.  In  1910, 
16350  closets  were  emptied  and  3086  ashpits. 


Sewage. — The  Sewage  Works  are  in  good  order  and  working 
satisfactorily. 

j 

House  Accommodation. — Ver)’  good,  no  overcrowding,  and 
in  sanitary  condition. 

Nuisances. — Mr.  Tatham  reports  that  the  nuisance  which  was 
unabated  in  1909,  is  now  rectified.  Seven  nuisances  have  been  abated 
by  personal  attention  being  drawn  to  them.  He  found  it  necessary  to 
serve  notices  in  the  case  of  two  nuisances  which  have  been  abated. 
One  nuisance  is  still  unabated. 


In  the  district  there  are  628  closets  on  the  following  system  : — 

Pail  Closets  .  338 

Waste  Water  Closets  .  218 

Clean  Water  Closets  .  53 

Tanks  or  Middens  .  19 

628 

They  are  in  fair  condition. 

There  are  343  ashpits  in  the  district,  and  16  ash  bins. 
Appended  are  Vital  Statistics  for  1910  and  previous  years. 


In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
their  officials  for  their  ready  sympathy  and  assistance  in  all  matters  of 
importance  relating  to  my  duties- 


I  am,  gentlemen, 


Craven  House, 

Colne,  Feb.  24th,  1911. 


Yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  SKEEN. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  m  1910  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

Po[7ulation 
estimated  to 
middle  of 
each  year. 

Bilths 

Registered. 

Deaths 
at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under 
one  year. 

I  900 

2565 

69 

39 

I  2 

1901 

2641 

.S8 

34 

8 

1 902 

2727 

58 

32 

5 

1903 

2750 

75 

34 

4 

1904 

2780 

73 

57 

n 

1905 

2800 

70 

30 

6 

1906 

2840 

73 

34 

8 

1907 

2880 

69 

54 

8 

1 908 

2910 

GO 

50 

8 

1909 

2950 

78 

46 

1 2 

Averages  of  years  1 
1900  to  1909  1 

'd- 

00 

V 

41 

8-8 

1910 

2985 

73 

42 

1 1 

VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1910  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Rates  in  Columns  4,  8  and  10  calculated  per  thousand  of  estimated  population. 


